DISEASE   AND   ECONOMICS

Professionals                                       7.0

Clerks                                                7.4

Skilled workers                                   8.1

Unskilled workers                              13.1

A survey by Sydenstricker, Wheeler and Goldberger of Dis-
abling Sickness among the Population of Seven Cotton Mitt Vil-
lages of South Carolina in Relation to Family Income w showed
the following relation between half-month family income per adult
male and case rates of sickness prevalent in May-June, 1916, per
1,000 persons canvassed:

Under $6                                          70.1

$6-7.99                                             48.2

$8-9.99                                             34.4

$10 or over                                        18.5

We sometimes hear that the high incidence of illness in low in-
come groups is caused not so much by economic factors as by lack
of stamina and by poor hereditary endowment in the people in-
volved. These, we are told, are responsible for both the low eco-
nomic status and the high incidence of illness. The Health and
Depression Studies carried out by the U. S. Public Health Service
during the recent economic crisis discredit such a thesis.20 A sur-
vey was made to determine the disability rates of 12,000 wage-
earning families, including 49,000 individuals who had suffered
from the depression in varying degrees of severity. House to house
canvasses were made in 8 large cities and 2 representative groups
of smaller communities. Complete data were assembled on these
families for the four-year period from 1929 to 1933. Their median
income was $1,650 in 1929 and $870 in 1932. The results were ex-
tremely interesting. They can be summarized in the following
points:

1. The rate of disabling illness was 48 per cent, higher in fam-
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